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ROMANS SERMON OUTLINES
13 Sermon Outlines based on Romans: From Sin Management to Love Unleashed by J. D. Walt

The following are sermon outlines for a 13-message series based on Romans: From Sin Management to
Love Unleashed by J. D. Walt (Daily Seeds). Each outline is meant to provide a simple, three-point structure
you can fill in based on your reading of the book.

Each sermon selected would fall on the Sunday before the Monday entry in the book and on the daily
Wake-Up Call. I.e. Your message on Sunday would precede the Monday entry, to set up the week.

For the maximum transformational experience, we would encourage you fo invite your entire congregation
to subscribe at WakeUpCall.com to follow along daily in email, podcast, or YouTube, and to purchase the
devotional in bulk for your congregation at Seedbed.com.

AUGUST 30
SERMON 1
Romans 1:1-7: What Is Your Calling?

SEPTEMBER 6
SERMON 2
Romans 2:5-11: Sin Swamp: Got to Go Through It

SEPTEMBER 13
SERMON 3
Romans 3:19-20: Jesus Paid It All

SEPTEMBER 20
SERMON 4
Romans 4:13-17: Back to the Second Beginning

SEPTEMBER 27
SERMON 5
Romans 5:18-21: The Soundtrack of the Gospel

OCTOBER 4
SERMON 6
Romans 7:1-6: Facts Lead to Faith, and Faith Leads to Feelings (and Not the Other Way Around)

OCTOBER N
SERMON 7
Romans 8:12-17: What | Do Every Morning and You Should Too
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OCTOBER 18
SERMON 8
Romans 9:16-21: On the Backstory and the Cover Story

OCTOBER 25
SERMON 9@

Romans 10:14-15: How Feet Become Beautiful

NOVEMBER 1
SERMON 10
Romans 11:33-36: On Lighting Fires in the Sky.

NOVEMBER 8
SERMON 11
Romans 13:6-7: On Theology and Taxes

NOVEMBER 15
SERMON 12
Romans 14:13-18: Sometimes When You Are Right You Are Wrong

NOVEMBER 22
SERMON 13
Romans 15:23-33: The Bond of a Band Versus the Rope of Sand

NOVEMBER 29
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT (BEHOLD)



ROMANS:

FROM SIN MANAGEMENT TO LOVE UNLEASHED
Based on the Daily Seeds book by J. D. Walt
Sermon Summary Sheets

AUGUST 30 | SERMON 1
Romans 1:1-7

WHAT IS YOUR CALLING?

PREPARATION

Read the full entry found in Romans: From Sin Management to Love Unleashed, p. 3-5. Draw out content
for each of the Lessons below from the entry. (All quotes are from the pages referenced above.)

THEME
“You don't need to figure out your calling. It's already set in stone.”

TEXT

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God— the gospel he
promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures regarding his Son, who as to his earthly
life was a descendant of David, and who through the Spirit of holiness was appointed the Son of God

in power by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. Through him we received grace and
apostleship to call all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith for his name’s sake. And you also
are among those Gentiles who are called to belong to Jesus Christ. To all in Rome who are loved by God

and called to be his holy people: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Romans 1:1-7
INTRODUCTION

Consider using the story of Mother Theresa at the conclusion of the entry to introduce the message, as it
illustrates the reality that our calling is rooted in our relationship with Jesus, not our job or personal mission.

LESSONS

1. What is Your Calling? Your Calling is Belonging to Jesus

2. What is Your Calling? Your Calling is Larger Than Your Work
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3. What is Your Calling? Your Calling is Permanent—You'll Never Retire!

CONCLUSION

“What could happen if we woke up and began to move in the obedience of faithe Can you remember a
time when you moved by faith in response to some way Jesus was leading you or your family or church?
What happened? What is happening?”
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SEPTEMBER 6 | SERMON 2
Romans 2:5-11

SIN SWAMP; GOT TO GO THROUGH IT
PREPARATION

Read the full entry found in Romans: From Sin Management to Love Unleashed, p. 21-23. Draw out content
for each of the Lessons below from the entry. (All quotes are from the pages referenced above.)

THEME

“Far beyond the concept of moral failure, sin is relational disintegration. It is the destruction of ourselves
through the breaking of our relationship with God and the breakdown of our relationships with other
people. It leads to the desecration of all of creation. It's why the opposite of sin is not morality or good
behavior but love. Sin is the failure of human beings to love God, to love themselves in the way God loves
them, and thereby the failure to love other people with the love of God.”

TEXT

But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself
for the day of God's wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed. God “will repay each person
according to what they have done.” To those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honor and
immortality, he will give eternal life. But for those who are self- seeking and who reject the truth and follow
evil, there will be wrath and anger. There will be trouble and distress for every human being who does evil:
first for the Jew, then for the Gentile; but glory, honor and peace for everyone who does good: first for the
Jew, then for the Gentile. For God does not show favoritism.

Romans 2:5-11

INTRODUCTION

Consider using the opening story of “The Bear Hunt” exercise with the congregation.
LESSONS

1. Sin Swamp: You've Got to Go Through It
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2. Sin Swamp: You've Got to Understand It

3. Sin Swamp: You've Got to Know that Sin Destroys Love

CONCLUSION

“God hates sin because sin destroys love. However, it does not follow that God hates sinners. This is the
very essence of the gospel itself— God loves sinners, and he would not only save them from sin but save
them for glory. This is the point of mercy and grace. This is how as the human race we can be saved.”
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SEPTEMBER 13 | SERMON 3
Romans 3:19-20
JESUS PAID IT ALL
PREPARATION

Read the full entry found in Romans: From Sin Management to Love Unleashed, p. 41-43. Draw out content
for each of the Lessons below from the entry. (All quotes are from the pages referenced above.)

THEME

“In other words, the Law was given to reveal to us the insolvency of our souls. Yes, we are born into
bankruptcy. We didn't ask for it. We didn’t earn it. It's not fair. You might say we didn't even deserve it.
None of this changes the fact of it. This is what the Bible reveals to us about the nature of human beings. We
are born debtors because of the sin of our forebears in the garden. Though we didn’t create the original
debt, we have added to its immensity.”

TEXT

Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may
be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. Therefore no one will be declared righteous in
God’s sight by the works of the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of our sin.

Romans 3:19-20

INTRODUCTION

Consider telling the story of Amazing Grace referred to in the entry.

LESSONS

1. Jesus Paid It All: How the Law Shows Our Desperate Need

2. Jesus Paid It All: How the Law Reveals Our Debt
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3. Jesus Paid It All: How the Law is Met by Grace

CONCLUSION

“Does the debt and bankruptcy metaphor help you grasp the nature of sin and the grace of salvation Do
you struggle to confess the bankruptcy of your soul— as you once were2 How about now?”
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SEPTEMBER 20 | SERMON 4
Romans 4:13-17

BACK TO THE SECOND BEGINNING
PREPARATION

Read the full entry found in Romans: From Sin Management to Love Unleashed, p. 61-63. Draw out content
for each of the Lessons below from the entry. (All quotes are from the pages referenced above.)

THEME

“This is who God chooses to awaken the world from the law of sin and death to the way of faith and
righteousness. It's why today’s text adds this bit at the end— the God who gives life to the dead and calls
into being things that were not.”

TEXT

It was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he would be heir of the
world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. For if those who depend on the law are heirs, faith
means nothing and the promise is worthless, because the law brings wrath. And where there is no law there
is no transgression.

Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to all Abraham's
offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also to those who have the faith of Abraham. He is the

father of us all. As it is written: “| have made you a father of many nations.”He is our father in the sight of
God, in whom he believed—the God who gives life to the dead and calls into being things that were not.

Romans 4:13-17

INTRODUCTION

Consider opening with a story about someone who was “raised from the dead” with Christ before they
died, a person who experienced eternal life in the now before they went on to be with Jesus.

LESSONS

1. Back to the Second Beginning: Who God Chooses to Lead
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2. Back to the Second Beginning: How God Makes Dead People Alive

3. Back to the Second Beginning: What Salvation is Really All About

CONCLUSION

“Could it be that we have focused so much on sin and salvation that we have lost the bigger story of
salvation— of being swept up into the very death and resurrection of Jesus in order to live life in his
kingdom, on earth asitis in heaven?”
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SEPTEMBER 27 | SERMON 5
Romans 5:18-21
THE SOUNDTRACK OF THE GOSPEL
PREPARATION

Read the full entry found in Romans: From Sin Management to Love Unleashed, p. 79-83. Draw out content
for each of the Lessons below from the entry. (All quotes are from the pages referenced above.)

THEME

“Romans 5 is our story and Philippians 2 is our song.”

TEXT

Consequently, just as one trespass resulted in condemnation for all people, so also one righteous act
resulted in justification and life for all people. For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many
were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous.

The law was brought in so that the trespass might increase. But where sin increased, grace increased all the
more, so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal
life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Romans 5:18-21

INTRODUCTION

Consider opening with a story about a favorite hymn, and how a song has helped you walk in faith through
a difficult circumstance.

LESSONS

1. The Soundtrack of the Gospel: The Hymn of Philippians 2

2. The Soundtrack of the Gospel: The Response to the Story of Adam
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3. Back to the Second Beginning: The Hymn of Eternity

CONCLUSION

n

“My gosh! Some days there are no more questions— only awestruck glory. Today is one of those days.
Consider concluding with worship.
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OCTOBER 4 | SERMON 6
Romans 7:1-6

FACTS LEAD TO FAITH, AND FAITH LEADS TO FEELINGS (AND NOT THE OTHER WAY
AROUND)

PREPARATION

Read the full entry found in Romans: From Sin Management to Love Unleashed, p. 101-104. Draw out
content for each of the Lessons below from the entry. (All quotes are from the pages referenced above.)

THEME

“Paul is not initially concerned with our experience or our feelings. He wants us to grasp facts— how
historical facts become theological facts and only later become experiential realities.”

TEXT

Do you not know, brothers and sisters—for | am speaking to those who know the law—that the law has
authority over someone only as long as that person lives? For example, by law a married woman is bound
to her husband as long as he is alive, but if her husband dies, she is released from the law that binds her

to him. So then, if she has sexual relations with another man while her husband is still alive, she is called
an adulteress. But if her husband dies, she is released from that law and is not an adulteress if she marries
another man.

So, my brothers and sisters, you also died to the law through the body of Christ, that you might belong to
another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for God. For when we were
in the realm of the flesh,[a] the sinful passions aroused by the law were at work in us, so that we bore fruit
for death. But now, by dying to what once bound us, we have been released from the law so that we serve
in the new way of the Spirit, and not in the old way of the written code.

Romans 7:1-6
INTRODUCTION
Consider opening by talking about your experience of traveling to a different country with all its newness

and things you had to learn. Then illustrate traveling from the country of Sin to the country of Grace, talking
about the new things we must learn to live there.
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LESSONS

1. Facts, Faith, and Feelings: Fuzzy Experience to Fact-Based Faith

2. Facts, Faith, and Feelings: The Facts of the Experience of Jesus

3. Facts, Faith, and Feelings: A Faith Based on the Fact of Grace

CONCLUSION

“Are you tracking with this line of thought today? Do you understand that the renewal of the mind precedes
the renewal of felt feelings and experiences of faith2”
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OCTOBER 11 | SERMON 7
Romans 8:12-17

WHAT | DO EVERY MORNING AND YOU SHOULD TOO
PREPARATION

Read the full entry found in Romans: From Sin Management to Love Unleashed, p. 123-125. Draw out
content for each of the Lessons below from the entry. (All quotes are from the pages referenced above.)

THEME

“For almost twenty years now...| transport myself through the Spirit's gift of remembrance to the ancient
Jordan River and the scene of the baptism of Jesus. Then | speak aloud the word of God the Father over
myself, saying, “John David, you are my son— my beloved— and with you | am well pleased.”

TEXT

Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live according to it. For if
you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body,
you will live.

For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. The Spirit you received does not make
you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to
sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s
children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we
share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.

Romans 8:12-17

INTRODUCTION

Consider opening by talking about the Christian tradition of “mortifying the flesh,” and how “feeling better
by feeling worse about yourself” contrasts with J. D.’s way of entering each day.

LESSONS

1. Every Morning: Greet the Day in Your Belovedness to God
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2. Every Morning: Enter the Day with Your Identity Before God

3. Every Morning: Walk Through the Day with Your Life in God

CONCLUSION

“Try the morning routine— first say, “Abba Father.” Then, speaking for God,say, “[Insert your name], you
are my son/daughter— my beloved— and with you | am well pleased. Say it not once or twice, but would
you give it a year? Or three years? This kind o transformation happens very slowly, imperceptibly even,
and then one day, suddenly, you will never be the same.”
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OCTOBER 18 | SERMON 8
Romans 9:16-21

ON THE BACK STORY AND THE COVER STORY
PREPARATION

Read the full entry found in Romans: From Sin Management to Love Unleashed, p. 145-147. Draw out
content for each of the Lessons below from the entry. (All quotes are from the pages referenced above.)

THEME

“Paul thought he was the main story before he met Jesus. Now he knows his life is a backstory for the great
cover story of Jesus.”

TEXT

It does not, therefore, depend on human desire or effort, but on God’s mercy. For Scripture says to Pharaoh:
“| raised you up for this very purpose, that | might display my power in you and that my name might be
proclaimed in all the earth.” Therefore God has mercy on whom he wants to have mercy, and he hardens
whom he wants to harden.

One of you will say to me: “Then why does God still blame us? For who is able to resist his will2” But who
are you, a human being, to talk back to God? “Shall what is formed say to the one who formed it, “Why

did you make me like this2’” Does not the potter have the right to make out of the same lump of clay some
pottery for special purposes and some for common use?

Romans 9:16-21

INTRODUCTION

Consider opening by sharing a story when you had to trust who God was rather than who you knew
yourself to be.

LESSONS

1. Back Story, Cover Story: Who Paul Was and Who You Were
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2. Back Story, Cover Story: Who Paul Became and Who You Are Becoming

3. Back Story, Cover Story: Who God is and Who The Story is All About

CONCLUSION

“Remember, faith is not believing something you aren’t sure is true, as in you just have to “accept it on
faith.” No, faith is trusting in the reality of someone you are coming to believe is The Truth. This is how your
life becomes a backstory in the greatest cover story of all time. Yes, Jesus.”

“Are you growing in your understanding that you are not the potter but the clay? How are you awakening
to a deeper faith— beyond the same old blind acceptance of something you don’t understand@”
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OCTOBER 25 | SERMON 9
Romans 10:14-15
HOW FEET BECOME BEAUTIFUL
PREPARATION

Read the full entry found in Romans: From Sin Management to Love Unleashed, p. 165-167. Draw out
content for each of the Lessons below from the entry. (All quotes are from the pages referenced above.)

THEME

“Feet are important, essential, vital, and necessary. It turns out feet may play the most important role in the
kingdom of Jesus. Feet are the logistics of the gospel.”

TEXT

How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in2 And how can they believe in the one of
whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them2 And how can
anyone preach unless they are sent2 As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good
news!”

Romans 10:14-51

INTRODUCTION

Consider opening by sharing a story about how someone’s feet in your congregation carried them to a
destination where they participated with Jesus in the changing of a life.

LESSONS

1. How Feet Become Beautiful: How the Gospel Travels

2. How Feet Become Beautiful: Because Jesus is Good News, | Am Good News
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3. How Feet Become Beautiful: Consecrated Feet Become Beautiful

CONCLUSION

“So how about your feet? Are they beautiful yete How might they become so2 Are you aware that you
carry the presence of Jesus— with your feet? How might that awareness grow? Do you grasp that you are
sent by Jesuse”
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NOVEMBER 1 | SERMON 10
Romans 11:33-36

ON LIGHTING FIRES IN THE SKY
PREPARATION

Read the full entry found in Romans: From Sin Management to Love Unleashed, p. 187-189. Draw out
content for each of the Lessons below from the entry. (All quotes are from the pages referenced above.)

THEME

“Doxology— this is what | want to happen in my life every single day. And | want it to happen in yours.
What we do in church on Sundays is good, my friends, but it’s only practice. It's developing the muscle
memory for the real game of the other six days.”

TEXT

Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable his judgments,
and his paths beyond tracing out!
“Who has known the mind of the Lord?
Or who has been his counselorg”
“Who has ever given to God,
that God should repay them?”
For from him and through him and for him are all things.
To him be the glory forever! Amen.

Romans 11:33-36

INTRODUCTION

Consider opening by sharing J. D.’s story, or your own story, of being formed by the songs you sang in
church over the decades.

LESSONS

1. Fires in the Sky: How Worship Forms Us Sunday After Sunday
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2. Fires in the Sky: How Worship Forms Us Monday After Monday

3. Fires in the Sky: How Worship Forms Us Year After Year

CONCLUSION

“Do you ever find yourself sporadically breaking into doxology? Would you like to? What would it mean
for you to start carrying matches to light these kinds of fires in the sky along the path of an ordinary week?”
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NOVEMBER 8 | SERMON 11
Romans 13:6-7
ON THEOLOGY AND TAXES
PREPARATION

Read the full entry found in Romans: From Sin Management to Love Unleashed, p. 207-210. Draw out
content for each of the Lessons below from the entry. (All quotes are from the pages referenced above.)

THEME

“Let's wrap up our little experiment in crafting a working theology of government, taxes, Jesus, church,
partisan politics, and dual citizenship.” (p. 207)

TEXT

This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God's servants, who give their full time to governing.
Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then
respect; if honor, then honor.

Romans 13:6-7

INTRODUCTION

Consider using an opening example of a how a “manifesto” impacted the world, and what it is. Note that
Romans, and this passage, is a Jesus manifesto on theology, government, taxes, and more.

LESSONS

1. On Theology and Taxes: Pay for the Protection of the People

2. On Theology and Taxes: Pay to Support the Servants
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3. On Theology and Taxes: Pay as An Act of Faithfulness to God

CONCLUSION

“What is your response and reaction to these thoughts today? What wisdom is God giving you on these
matters of everyday concern? How might we live out our primary citizenship as citizens of the kingdom of
Jesuse”
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NOVEMBER 15 | SERMON 12
Romans 14:13-18

SOMETIMES WHEN YOU ARE RIGHT YOU ARE WRONG
PREPARATION

Read the full entry found in Romans: From Sin Management to Love Unleashed, p. 229-231. Draw out
content for each of the Lessons below from the entry. (All quotes are from the pages referenced above.)

THEME

“There is a saying that has circulated around the church since at least the time of Augustine. The saying has
been attributed to many theologians, including John Wesley, and is widely accepted as wisdom. Here it
is: In essentials, unity; in nonessentials, liberty; in all things, charity. The hard part, and where significant
disagreement arises, comes in sorting out what is essential and what is nonessential.” (p. 229)

TEXT

Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, make up your mind not to put any stumbling
block or obstacle in the way of a brother or sister. | am convinced, being fully persuaded in the Lord

Jesus, that nothing is unclean in itself. But if anyone regards something as unclean, then for that person it is
unclean. If your brother or sister is distressed because of what you eat, you are no longer acting in love.

Do not by your eating destroy someone for whom Christ died. Therefore do not let what you know is good
be spoken of as evil. For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness,
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, because anyone who serves Christ in this way is pleasing to God and
receives human approval.

Romans 14:13-18

INTRODUCTION

Consider using an opening example where someone used their freedom to help someone else, rather than
to satisfy their own need or desires. Marriage may be a good metaphor on this topic.

LESSONS

1. On Right and Wrong: In All Things, Charity
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2. On Right and Wrong: Kneeling at the Cross Together

3. On Right and Wrong: Keeping Stumbling Blocks Out of Another’s Way

CONCLUSION

“Are you grasping that real righteousness is not about being right but about our relationships— with God
and others? Are you learning to hold your convictions in ways that are loving toward others and not
judgmental, condemning, and ultimately sinful2”
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NOVEMBER 22 | SERMON 13
Romans 15:23-33

THE BOND OF A BAND VERSUS THE ROPE OF SAND
PREPARATION

Read the full entry found in Romans: From Sin Management to Love Unleashed, p. 251-253. Draw out
content for each of the Lessons below from the entry. (All quotes are from the pages referenced above.)

THEME

“Paul saw these little churches as microcosms of the kingdom of Jesus, little worlds of massive supernatural
reality that pointed to the world to come — the new heaven and the new earth. He saw them as
communities from that future — for the future — right here in the present.” (p. 251-252)

TEXT

But now that there is no more place for me to work in these regions, and since | have been longing for
many years to visit you, | plan to do so when | go to Spain. | hope to see you while passing through and to
have you assist me on my journey there, after | have enjoyed your company for a while. Now, however,

| am on my way to Jerusalem in the service of the Lord’s people there. For Macedonia and Achaia were
pleased to make a contribution for the poor among the Lord’s people in Jerusalem. They were pleased to
do it, and indeed they owe it to them. For if the Gentiles have shared in the Jews’ spiritual blessings, they
owe it to the Jews to share with them their material blessings. So after | have completed this task and have
made sure that they have received this contribution, | will go to Spain and visit you on the way. | know that
when | come to you, | will come in the full measure of the blessing of Christ.

| urge you, brothers and sisters, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to join me in my
struggle by praying to God for me. Pray that | may be kept safe from the unbelievers in Judea and that the
contribution | take to Jerusalem may be favorably received by the Lord’s people there, so that | may come
to you with joy, by God's will, and in your company be refreshed. The God of peace be with you all. Amen.

Romans 15:23-33
INTRODUCTION
Consider using J. D.’s language that “Jesus wrote the check. Paul was cashing it in every conceivable way,”

and showing that Jesus was the Way, and taught the Way, that Paul was leveraging to build a People of the
Way.
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LESSONS

1. The Bond of a Band: The Church Jesus is Building

2. The Bond of a Band: The Bond of Peace Between Us

3. The Bond of a Band: Bands as the Way Forward

CONCLUSION

“Are you ready to do thise”

Get bulk copies for your congregation of
Romans: From Sin Management to Love Unleashed at:

Seedbed.com

FOR ADVENT STARTING NOV. 29
Get bulk copies for your congregation of
BEHOLD: An Advent Invitation to Slow Down and See Again at:

Seedbed.com



